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** 


THOSE WHO CONTEMPLATE THE BEAUTY OF THE 


EARTH FIND RESERVES 


OF STRENGTH THAT 


WILL ENDURE AS LONG AS LIFE LASTS. THERE IS SYMBOLIC AS WELL AS ACTUAL BEAUTY 
IN THE MIGRATION OF THE BIRDS, THE EBB AND FLOW OF THE TIDES, THE FOLDED BUD 
READY FOR SPRING. THERE IS SOMETHING INFINITELY HEALING IN THE REPEATED REF¬ 
RAINS OF NATURE - THE ASSURANCE THAT DAWN COMES AFTER NIGHT, AND SPRING AFTER 


THE WINTER. 

************************* *** ***** ****-.’. 


v.v.A'.vr.'. 


RACHEL CARSON 
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MEMBERSHIP S in the Hamilton Naturalists' Club fall into the following categories 
Life $100.30, Contributing $10.00, Active $5.00, Joint (husband and wife) $6.00, 
Student Member (over 18) $2.00, Junior (under 18) $1,00, Corresponding (residing 
over 20 miles from Hamilton) $2.00. Indoor meetings are held monthly September 
to May inclusive and the Wood Duck, the Club bulletin, is mailed free to members 
nine times a year. Outdoor activities are planned throughout the year. 
Membership Secretary; Miss Evelyn Morris, P.O.Box 5182, Station E, Hamilton, 

Ontario T,8S 4T,3 
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********************* 


OU R PRESIDENT RECEIVES II. R. C. A. CONSERVATION AWARD 

With great pride we announce that Mrs, Marion Shivas, our .iard-working 
president, is the recipient of the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority 
Conservation Award for 1976. Our members and friends will agree that Marion 
richly deserves this honour. 

It was her farsightedness that led to the acquisition or our Spooky Hollow 
Sanctuary in 1961 and our Short Hills Wilderness Area in 19o7, these purchases 
stimulated other naturalist clubs in various parts of the province to do likewise. 

Throughout the years Marion has been a tireless worker on .the Nature 
Reserves Committee of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists. Sne was honoured 
provincially a few years ago when she received the Federation or Ontario Naturaiis 
Conservation Award, Now she has been honoured locally. 


CONGRATULATIONS MARION and sincere thanks for the great contribution you 
have made towards the conservation of our precious natural resources. 


* 

***** 

* * *** * ** * 


II. N. C . MEMBERS WR IT E FOR LOCAL PA PERS 


Don't Miss the Outdoors Section of the SPECTATOR each Thursday. Dave 
Coneland, our publicity director, is writing a weekly column dealing with birds 
and birding in the Hamilton area. These articles are interesting and informative 
and I am sure they will be widely read. 

Alan Wormington, too, begins writing for the Outdoor Section of the 
ENTERTAINER, this month. It is great to see our members sharing their knowledge 
and experiences in this way. Good luck Dave and Alan in your endeavours. 



A HEARTY WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 


Dr. & Mrs, I. D. Brown, 77 Creighton Rd., Dundas, Ont. LSH 3B7 
Mr. William Campbell, 949 Slote Rd., E. R. # 3, Dundas, Ont. L9H 5E3 
Ms Teri Freeman, 189 Caroline St. S., Hamilton, Ont. 

Mr. & Mrs. Don Froggett, 912 - 95 Barlake Ave., Stoney Creek, Ont. L8E 1H1 

Mr, & Mrs. H, N. W. Kittson, Carlisle , Ont, LOR 1H0 

Mrs. Marion Scholz, 352 Sandowne Dr., Waterloo, Ont. N2K 1V0 

Mr, & Mrs. William Strecker, 1385 Barton St. E., Hamilton, Ont. 

Dr. & Mrs, M. Todd, 1105 - 205 Hunter St. W., Hamilton, Ont, LCP 1R8 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Winer, Hwy. No. 20, R. R. # 1 Stoney Creek, Ont. L8G 3X4 


***************** 

*********** 


** 


EVENTS FOR APRIL 


********************************************* 


*************' 


******************* 


* MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING * 


* * 

* Date and time: MONDAY. APRIL 12, 1976 at 8:00 P.M . * 

* * 

* Place: Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens, * 

* Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario. * 

* * 


* Speaker: PROFESSOR R. SAUNDERS presents an illustrated lecture * 

* * 

* "HUNTING WILD F LONERS IN THE SWISS ALPS 1! * 

* * 

* Professor Saunders is an historian, an author (remember 'Flashing Wings'), * 

* a keen naturalist and photographer. Bring your friends and enjoy an * 

* evening in the mountains of Switzerland. Don't miss it! * 

* * 


* VISITORS ARE WELCOME 


* 

******* 


********' 


****************** 


STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS * 

* 


***************** 


****************** 


C LUB FIELD EVENTS CLU B FIELD EVENT S 


CL UB FIELD EVENTS 


SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 1976 at 8;00 A.M . 

B IRDS AT LONG POINT - See migrating Ducks and perhaps Whistling Swans. 
Meet at the Mountain Plaza, Upper James and Fennell. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Barry Jones 


SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 1976 at 9:30 A.M . 

MIGRATING HAWKS - Meet at the Beamer Point Conservation Area Parking Lot 
off Ridge Road, Grimsby. The Conservation Area is on the top of the escarpment 
south of Grimsby. The route is well marked with signs. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: George Meyers Grimsby 945-4217 


(continued next page 


) 





CLUB FIELD EVENT S (continued) 

WEDNESDAY, MY 5, 1S76 at 7;00 P.M. 

An EVENING WILDFLOWER W ALK - Meet at Cherry Hill Gate, Hendrie Park on 
Plains Road West, Burlington (opposite the Rendezvous Restaurant) 

Leader: Marion Shivas Dundas 628-6846 


SUNDAY, MY 9, 1976 at 9:00 A.M. 

CANO E D OWN T HE NITH RIVER - starting at the park in Ayr (northwest of 
Paris), A gentle river for canoeing. 

Meet at Dundurn Castle Parking Lot, Hamilton, Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Charles Zimmerman Ancaster 648-6250 

(Please let your leader know if you will have extra room in your canoe). 


MONDAY, MAY 10, 1976 at 8;00 P.M . 

ANNUAL BUSINESS ME E TING and MEMBERS NIGHT . Meeting at the Royal Botanical 
Gardens Headquarters Building, Plains R.oad West, Burlington. Do you have 
slides, collections etc, to share at this meeting? Let Marion Shivas know in 
April so that an interesting meeting can be planned. Let's make this the 
best Members Night yet. 


******************* 

******************* 


OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST TO NATURALISTS 


AT THE ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS 


SUNDAYS MAY 2, 16, and 30 at 7:30 A. M, 

SPRING BIRD WALKS - Adventure for early risers on Sunday mornings. Staff 
member and invited guests will act as leaders. Meet at Cherry Hill Gate, Hendrie 
Park, Co-ordinator - Mr. John Lamoureux. 

SATURDAY, MAY C at 9:3 0 A. M. 

INTEGRATED OUTDO OR STUDIES - An opportunity for teachers to become 
acquainted with the facilities available to them at the Nature Centre to take 
part in an integrated - outdoor programme correlating nature 

interpretation with the core subject areas. Meet at the Nature Centre. Advance 
registrations by April 24; call 527-7962. Maximum 25. Mrs. Dawn Suter 


(continued on next page 


) 


****** TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT THE HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB ****** 
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Oth er Events of Interest to Naturalist s (continued) 


HIKI NG WITH THE IROQUO IA BRUC E TRAIL CLUB 


SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 1976 at 11:00 A.M. 

Meet at the corner of Walker's Line and Number 2 Side Road in Burlington amd 
hike 5.7 miles to Highway 5. Bring a snack. 

Leader: Cindy Mattie Telephone Burlington 632-2390 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16, 1976 

The Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club has two hikes scheduled. You will be 
bussed to the beginning of the hike so that you will be able to take your 
time walking back. Be on time for the bus (fare 25<? for adults, 10 cents for 
children) Bring a lunch, wear good boots. 

Meet at the Hamilton Conservation Authority parking lot on Falls View 
Road, Greensville, for the start of both hikes. 


10:00 A.M, - HIKE #1 - You will be bussed to Mile 45.2 for the 
start of this hike. - 11 miles. 

Leader: Grant Carr Telephone Carlisle 689-5956 

10:40 A.M. - HIKE #2 - Mile 40.2, Sulpher Springs Road, is the 
starting point, - 6 miles. 

Leader: Bob Newell Telephone Waterdown 689-5551 

SUNDAY. APRIL 25 AT 10;30 A.M. 

Meet where the trail crosses Highway 6 on Clappison's Cut.(Park on Old Guelph 
Road) for this hike which will pass three spectacular waterfalls. You will enjoy 
several panoramic views of the countryside below the escarpment in the 7 miles. 
Finish at Webster's Falls. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Ian Reid Telephone Dundas 628-8329 

For more information about the Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club write Box 183, Hamilton. 


u. jl a, a, a, a..t a, a, 

A /V ?V «t <C A A AA A A «% 4 


****** 


* * * * * * * * * 


:********* 


A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


718 Parkdale Ave», 
Ottawa, Ontario, 
February 23, 1976. 

Dear Ms. Broker, 

I read with interest Clive Goodwin's article in the February 
issue of the Wood Duck, It brought back memories of the epic two- 
week trips George Holland and myself took in southern Ontario between 
Hamilton and Lake St. Clair in 1960, '61,and '62. Main areas of con¬ 
centration were Long Point and Point Pelee. 

1360 April 28 - May 14 209 species 

1961 May 5 - May 2C 225 species 

1962 May 6 - May 13 219 Species 

250 species for the trips 
How I would love to do it again I 

Sincerely, Peter Hamel. 



WINTER BIRDING IN SOUTHERN ONTARIO 


by George Holland 


While visiting my relatives in Hamilton, Ontario, during the festive season 
I had occasion to do a little birding in the area. My brother Don, my friend Peter 
Hamel and I decided to scour the Ancaster Hills west of Hamilton, then follow the 
Niagara River from Fort Erie to Niagara-on-the-Lake on December 23, 1975. Ancaster 
is situated just west of Hamilton and practically the xdiole area is a series of 
hills and valleys comprising a small part of the Niagara escarpment. This area is 
on a line which separates the Upper Austral and Transition Monies, or plant-animal 
communities. This is particularly evident in Winter when one can see both Winter 
and Spring birds in fair numbers. 

Before dawn we parked the car on the old Mineral Spring Road overlooking 
Sulpher Springs in Ancaster. A horned owl hooting from a white pine woods was the 
first bird of the day. It was soon joined by redpolls, pine grosbeaks, cedar wax-■ 
wings and evening grosbeaks flying in the darkness overhead. We had picked an .... 
excellent area as nearby were several feeders close to a water course banked by a 
fine stand of eastern hemlock. We soon added downy and hairy woodpeckers, juncos, 
song and tree sparrows, siskins, purple finch, white-breasted nuthatch, blue jays, 
cardinal, golden-crowned kinglet, goldfinches, a robin and a tufted titmouse. A 
pileated woodpecker flew across the road as we were returning to the car. 

Driving to Fort Erie we counted a number of red-tailed, sparrow and rough¬ 
legged hawks usually found sitting on the still remaining snags of dead white elms, 
gaunt reminders of the recent Dutch Elm disease. The disease has been so thorough 
one has to drive almost as far east as Ottawa before seeing an appreciable stand of 
white elm. 

The Niagara River remains open all year and undoubtedly there are few rivers 
north of her that have so many birds during the Winter. The Canadian side offers 
the best observation points for birding. Besides the elevation over the river one 
usually has the sun at one's back. The Canadian side is also less built up and more 
area is open to the public in the form of parkland; consequently, there isn't too 
much river that can't be covered from the north side. The river has a fast current 
and the ducks allow themselves to be repeatedly carried down mid-stream a hundred 
yards or so before flying upriver again. While watching these flights consisting 
of bufflehead, common goldeneye and scaup, a small dark-winged duck flew by; a 
harlequin duck. It landed fifty yards upstream and we were elated to watch it drift 
by no more than 30 feet from the river bank. These ducks are uncommon on the river 
although three or four reports are recorded every Winter in southern Ontario. Just 
east of the bridge joining Buffalo and Fort Erie is a storm sewer outlet near where 
red-breasted mergansers, black and mallard ducks, and American Widgeon were dabbling 
Beyond in mid-stream, wepicked up three scoters ans thousands of old squaw ducks. 
Between Fort Erie and Chippewa large pure rafts of canvasback and greater scaup were 
diving in the many relatively quiet spots along the river. I do not understand 
why these two species separate out along the river unless it is their propensity 
for different appetites as during migration they are often seen together. We sax'? 
a male kingfisher at Chippexva. 

The falls area is probably the most spectacular single spot for xtfinter x^ater 
birds in Southern Ontario. We counted large numbers of herring, ring-billed and 
bonaparte’s gulls, several great black-backed, five glaucous and two Iceland gulls 
over the x-jater. Among the many rocky islets x^ere small groups of gadxizalls, redheads 
pintails, hooded and common mergansers. It was interesting to x^atch the diving . 
ducks feeding almost at the brink of the falls. I often wonder hoxtf many are sx^ept 
over in their zeal to feed. The top of the falls has been the site for some real 
rarities; ivory and Sabine gulls; European smew, a relative of our mergansers. 
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Winter Birding In Southern Ontario (continued) 

purple sandpiper, kittiwakes and both king and common eiders to name a few. 

At Queenston Heights is one of, if not the largest,, concentrations of 
Bonaparte gulls in Ontario during the winter. Upwards of 10,000 have been estimate 
here in January. 

We found a winter wren, swamp and white-throated sparrows in an alder 
coppice near an open spring clogged with water cress. We gathered some cress for 
our sandwiches and then searched in vain for a dickcissel which was visiting a 
feeder in the town. As we were pressed for time we proceeded towards Niagara-on- 
the-Lake and saw a mockingbird along the way. 

The mouth of the Niagara River empties into Lake Ontario at the latter town 
and a rather interesting phenomenon occurs here. Shortly before dark gulls and 
ducks fly out towards the lake often in large numbers of small groups. From the 
south bluffs one can leisurely scan these flocks in search of rarities. In the 
past we have picked up eiders and black-headed gulls. Today we settled for a 
pomarine jaeger which was found in a flock of ring-billed and herring gulls. It 
x^as being watched by a group from Hamilton when we arrived at the bluffs so it 
was .like a gift. What we found remarkable was the fact that it did not scare the 
other gulls. It was slung low in the water and I must confess that I could not 
differentiate between it and its close relative the parasitic jaeger as it was 
some distance out. However, the Hamilton group had surprised it earlier sitting 
on the shore and were able to study it thoroughly, Jaegers usually let you know 
when they are flying nearby as all gulls in the area will take wing on sight. 

They fly very much like a hawk or heavy gull without the latter's lopsided flight. 
This species and the parasitic are regular visitors to Hamilton and area from late 
September to November. 

One of the Hamilton group told us of a bird which was a new record for 
Canada, It had first been seen during the Christmas bird count on December 27th 
near Wallacetown, Ontario, some 90 miles west of Hamilton, A birder was counting 
birds in a farm yard when a small black bird with whitish primaries and black cres 
landed in front of him. Unable to relate it with any picture in his bird guide he 
quickly contacted other birders in the area. The stranger was a Phainopopla not 
normally seen north of California and Texas. As we headed back to Hamilton with 
54 species for the day we discussed plans for the next day to see it. 

At 7 a.m. the following day we were on the way to Wallacetown. We reached 
there about S a.m. and turning towards Lake Erie on Coyne Side R.oad we were soon 
at the entrance to a long lane bordered on both sides by mature Norway spruce. 

This was the farm of the Fosters. Mr. Foster greeted us in his yard where we fount 
a large stand of sumac, some red cedar and several old apple trees complete with 
clinging frost-bitten apples. Juncos, goldfinches, rusty and red-winged black¬ 
birds, cowbirds, meadowlarks, mourning coves and graclcles were rlying about with s< 
much excitement we tried to examine everything in case we might miss the Phainopep 
We suddenly heard a series of rather soft whistles not unlike those of a cardinal 
but more repetitive and easier to mimic. Imitating these notes attracted a black 
bird from within the underbrush to within 20 feet...our first Phamopeplal It 
had a black crest, red eye, and a tail which it jerked from side to side making 
it unmi s t alee able. It looked like a small black cardinal but with a much thinner 
bill. It also acted quite differently. Although it frequented the underbruch lik 
a cardinal, it wasn't afraid to expose itself in the open and perched conspicuous! 
on a juniper and even at times on the top of a Norway Spruce. It wagged its tail, 
frequently spreading it. 1 .likened its flight to an eastern phoebe. It would 

(continued on next page..,......) 
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Winte r Birdi ng In Southern Ontario (continued) 

dart here and there and xjas aggressive in its behaviour towards other birds, 
chasing them away from its perch, A sub-adult, not quite so black, its primaries 
although light grey when perched, flashed much brighter in flight contrasting 
considerably with its darker body. Dr, Don Gunn, from Mississauga, Ontario, took 
some excellent photos while we were there and I was able to see the slides of the 
bird the following week. 

There was some interesting speculation as to how the bird, one of four 
species of silky flycatcher, reached this area far from its natural habitat of 
mesquite trees of the southern Texas and California deserts. There had been a 
violent storm across the great south plains in November and it's quite possible 
the bird was blown here by the storm. It was still there and doing quite well 
feeding on the apples and sumac on January 6. 

The day wasn't without its humour. As we were leaving the Fosters, two 
birders were walking up the lane. We heard a middle-aged lady with a strdent 
voice ask them, "Are you looking for the paraphernalia?" 

(from the Manitoba Naturalists Society Bulletin, Winnipeg, March 1976) 

**************** 

. H IMPS Q U ITO: CO N TROL. .IN CA LGARY 

Last summer the city of Calgary spent $69,000 and used 60 gals, of 
insecticide in its annual attempt to wipe out mosquitoes. But Rev. E, C, Lucas 
of that city has a better idea. This retired minister is battling the pests 
with bird boxes specially designed to attract insect eating birds. For proof 
of his success you have only to note the mosquito free atmosphere of his own 
neighbourhood, where the bird boxes have blossomed and house wrens, tree swallows 
and other birds abound, providing a cheaper, environmentally safer method of 
mosquito control, Mr. Lucas put up AC or more bird boxes on a piece of land 
owned by his daughter and son-in-lav? about five miles west of Calgary. Covered 
with many mosquito breeding sloughs, the area was infested with the pests until 
the birds moved in. This past spring, Mr. Lucas donated 10 boxes and sold 20 
at $3.00 a piece, to the Calgary Zoo. If the scheme is enlarged and proves : : 

successful, chemical pesticide spraying which the Zoo tries to keep to a minimum 
near the animals, would be practically unnecessary. The boxes are made with 
the entrance holes just large enough to allow the smaller insect eating birds 
to use them, and in the past two years, besides giving about 70 boxes to friends 
and neighbours, under an experiment conducted by the Parks and Recreation Dept, 
he has also put up about 500 boxes in four city parks, but it is too early to 
to see any results, Mr. Lukas would like to see Calgary become a city with 
natural mosquito control. 

(condensed from the Calgary Herald via The Oshawa Field Naturalists' Club 

Bulletin, Volume 21, Number 9, February 1976) 

******************* 

BOHEMIAN WARNINGS _ There has been a flock of Bohemian Waxwings at the Clare¬ 
mont Conservation Area east of Toronto this winter. The flock increased to 
approximately 200 , and has been joined by a few Cedar Waxwings, The Bohemian 
Waxwing is seen in western Canada and a flock of this size has never before been 
recorded in this area. They are feeding on the Multiflora roses which have been 
set out along the Conservation Area fence. 
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1975 LONG POINT CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 


December 21, 7:00 A, M. - 5:0C P. M., snowing constantly (up to 8") 

temperature 22“ - 28“ F, wind SW in A. M. and E in P. M. 5 - 25 MPH. Lake open, most 
of Long Point Cay frozen, some creeks open. 45 observers in 17 parties. Total 

paruy hours 122% (92 bn foot, 30% by car). Total party miles 416 (99 on foot 317 
by car). ’ 


Count: Horned Grebe, 4; Pied-billed Grebe, 23 (new high for count); Great 
Blue Heron, 19; American Bittern, 1; Whistling Swan, 6; Canada Goose, 3300 (new 
high); Snow Goose (blue phase), 3; Mallard, 850; Black Duck, 250; Gadwall, 1; 
Pintail, 5; Green-winged Teal, 2; Blue-winged Teal,. 2 (Miles); Redhead, 109; 


Ring-necked Duck, 1; Canvasback, 76; Greater 


Scaup, 44; Lesser Scaup, 6; Golden¬ 


eye, 217; Bjfflehead, 7; Oldsquaw, 7; White-winged Scoter, 7; Ruddy Duck, 1; 
Hooded Merganser, 4; Common Merganser, 64; Red-breasted Merganser, 11; Sharp- 
shinned Hawk, 1; Cooper's Hawk, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, 18; Rough-legged Hawk, 8; 

Bald Eagle, 3; Marsh Hawk, 20; Peregrine Falcon , 1 (Crins, Ilyniak, McCorquodale); 
American Kestrel, 6; Ruffed Grouse, 2C; Virginia Rail, 6; Coot, 126; Killdeer, 

2; Snipe, 1; Great Black-backed Gull, 5; Herring Gull, 482; Ring-billed Gull, 
5/o; Bonaparte's Gull, 8; Rock Dove, 63; Mourning Dove, 92; Screech Owl, 2; 
Great-horned Owl, 12; Long-eared Owl, 1; Saw-whet Owl, 1; Kingfisher, 1; Flicker 
* o\;~bel lied Sapsuclcer, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 21; Downy Woodpecker, 85; 

Horned Lark, 84; Blue Jay, 70; Crow, 3; Black-capped Chickadee, 3; White- 
leasteo. Nuthatch, 15; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 11; Brown Creeper, 14; Winter Wren, 
21; Carolina Wren, 13; Long-billed Marsh Wren, 6; Brown Thrasher,2; Robin, 31; 
Hermit Tnrush, 6; Bluebird, 6; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 46; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 

5; Water Pipit, 1; Cedar Waxwing, 2; Starling, 910; Yellow-rumped Warbler, 4; 
Common Ye!lowthroat, 15; House Sparrow, 1087; Red-winged Blackbird,268 ; Rusty 
Blackbird, 35; Common Grackle, 529; Brown-headed Cowbird, 282; Cardinal, 256; 
Evening Grosbeak, 325; Purple Finch, 15; Pine Grosebeak, 28; Common Redpoll, 8; 
line Siskin,460, American Goldfinch, 153; Rufous-sided Towhee, 1; Darlc-eyed Junco 
o , Tree Sparrow, 1030; Field Sparrow, 11; White-throated Sparrow, 28; Swamp 
Sparrow, 473; Song Sparrow, 291 ; Lapland Longspur, 1; Snow Bunting, 41. 

Unoe.>.lined species nexj to count, underlined numbers new high for count. 

The neavy snow limited visibility and obviously cut down on the numbers of 
some waterfowl and hawks. 

Robert Bateman, Ross Bateman, Harry Barrett, Helen Barrett, 

George Bryant, Jerry Chappie, Joe Clark, Robert Copeland, Bill Grins, Robert Curry, 
Sid Daniels, Jim Dowall, Ricky Dunn, David Elder, Eric Elligson, Chris Escott, Doug 
Hanna, John Hanna, Stan Hastings, Tom Ilayman, Bill Hewitt, Daryl Howes-Jones, 

David Hussell, Morris Ilyniak, Mark Jennings, Barry Jones (compiler), Brian Laidlaw, 
Tony Mason, L.ouert MacLaren, David McCorquodale, Kevin McLaughlin, Duncan McLulich, 
John Miles, John Olmsted, Ernie Paget, Ron Ridout, Orval Reynolds, Rick Snider, 

Robert Stamp, Robert Taylor, Scott Traquair, Ken Wagler, Phil Walker, Alan Worm- 
ington, Brian Wylie. 


Total; 99 species, about 14,300 individuals. 

Average 197w - 1974, 100 species and 17,383 individuals, 

< f «V vV <V iwV )V <V iV vV ■/; 

* 

THI NKI NG OF MOVING 1 Do let us know your new address so that we can send the 
Wood Duck directly to you. The Post Office does not forward second class mail. 
If you move without letting us know where , your Wood Du ck is returned to us. 



ONTARIO’S TALLEST TREE 


by Ross S. Beagan 


For the past few years, the Ontario Forestry Association at 150 Consumers 
Road, Willowdale, Ontario, has been assembling facts on the "giant® trees growing 
in Ontario. The listing now includes the location and size of most of the giants 
of our native species. 

This is the story of Ontario's champion \tfhite pine (Pinus strobus) tree and 
how tree "records can and are being broken. 

Earlyin 1974, the districts of Bracebridge and Algonquin Park struck pay¬ 
dirt in their efforts to find championship trees for the Ontario Forestry Associa¬ 
tion, 

District manager, Ralph Tippet of the ministry's Bracebridge office invest¬ 
igated a call from Mr. Bill Anderson of R, # 2, Bracebridge, Ontario. Mr. Ander¬ 
son, in response to newspaper publicity at that time, reported the existence of 
a monstrous white pine tree in Macauly Township, Muskoka. Checked out by profess¬ 
ional forester Dick Taylor, the measurements of this new giant were; 

Height in feet 141 feet 

Diameter at Breast Height 53 inches 

Girth at Breast Height 14 feet 

Crown Spread 49 feet 

Early this yrar, the white pine in Macauly Township became a runner-up, A 
new champion white pine had been located and confirmed. Not only was it the 
champion but it is to date the tallest tree in Ontario. 

Haliburton County has wrested from the District of Muskoka, the title for 
the tallest tree in Ontario. Located roughly 100 air miles northwest of Toronto, 
the tree lies a scant one quarter mile west of the Algonquin Park boundry. 

According to Don White, District Manager of Minden Forest District of the 
Ministry of Natural Resources the vital statistics are; 

Height 14C feet 

Diameter at Breast Height 5'7 ,R (67 inches) 

Girth or Circumference 17'7 :i (211 inches) 

Average Crown (top) Spread 47 feet 

This tree's height is comparable to that of a t\elve storey building, or 
just over half the height of the west tower at Toronto city hall. A cross-section 
of it, at the base, would fill an average size bathroom or compare favourably with 
the top of your dining room table. 

Unfortunately, or perhaps fortunately, access to the site is virtually 
impossible for most people. The best mode of access is either a four hour round 
trip in winter by snowmobile, or by a float equipped aircraft in summer. Further¬ 
more, the tree stands within a 30,COO-acre private timber limit deeded to Inter¬ 
national Cooperage of Canada Limited of Niagara Falls, in 1930 by the English Land 
Settlement Company. 

A. visit to the site requires permission from Woods Manager John Barnett of 
Eagle Lake, which is eight miles north of the village of Haliburton. When asked 
why it had not been cut previously, Mr. Barnett replied, "Our Company president 
would shoot anyone who touched that tree! This is a vital seed source for natural 
reforestation and we're cutting the fifth and sixth generations of its seedlings. 

^nrif-irwiorl npyf - . .^ 



Ontario's Tallest Tre e (continued) 


Contrary to popular belief, we have to think sixty or seventy years ahead in the 
business we're ini" Fire is also of vital concern to John Barnett who knows that 
up to 90 per cent of all forest fires are caused by human carelessness. 

The new champion tree has an estimated age of 350 and 400 years and in all 
likelyhood was a goodly size when Drake, Raleigh and Frobisher were protecting 
Elizabeth the First from the Spanish Armada in 1583. The exact age cannot be 
determined for two reasons. Firstly, an increment boring too normally used by 
foresters to extract core samples for such purposes is not long enough. Secondly, 
no one dares to suggest that it be cut down merely to establish its exact age. 

However, shallow test samples taken recently with the increment borer by 
the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, indicates that the tree is in exceptions 
health. It is adding three-sixteenths of an inch to its diameter for each of the 
past several years. The sole minus factor of the tree , is that it separates into 
twin spires at the 35-foot level. Ministry foresters state that the probable cause 
is due to an attack by an insect called white pine weevil in centuries past. The 
tree's existence was brought to the attention of the Ministry of Natural Resources 
by Harold W. Kennedy of R, R, # 2 Haliburton after having read os a similar white i 
pine in the "Honour Roll" of trees. 

Perhaps there are numerous people in Ontario who would like to honour a : 
relative, either living or deceased, who devoted his life to lumbering and forestry 
What more fitting and lasting memorial to them could be erected than by having a 
championship tree nominated on their behalf. 

The present "Honour Roll of Trees" listing can be obtained by contacting 
the Ontario Forestry Association. 

Do you have a championship tree growing on your property? 

( Mr. Ross Bcagan is Regional Information Officer of the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, Huntsville, Ontario) 

(from the Winter 1975 issue of "Your Fore sts" official publication of the Ministry 
of Natural Resources, Forest Management Branch, Parliament Buildings, Toronto.) 

************* 

* 

KENYA LAKE, FLAMINGO S SAVED FROM POLLUT ION 

Nairobi 

Kenya's Lake Nakuru has been saved from a pollution threat which would 
have endangered its famous flamingo breeding grounds, an official of the con¬ 
servationist World Wildlife Fund said. here. 

A plan to build a pesticide factory in the town of Nakuru, which would 
have poure toxic waste into the lake and destroyed algae on which flamingos 
feed, has been stopped by government action. The Kenya branch of the World 
Wildlife Fund had waged a successful campaign against it. 

West Germany, which is financing new sewage works in Nakuru, threatened 
to withdraw its aid unless the pesticide factory plan was dropped, government 
sources revealed here. The factory planned to produce copper oxychloride which 
would have destroyed the sewage process as well as the flamingo's algae, 

“We are very glad that the plan has been stopped and we, appreciate the 
action on the part of the government," Jack Block, one official of the World 
Wildlife Fund said. (from The Christian Science Monitor, January 16, 1975.) 
(submitted by Laurel North) 



ETHICS AND NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY 

by A1 Grass 

"I don't destroy,, I just take pictures.' 1 

.Anon. 

How many times have you heard these words? I feel the code of ethics photo¬ 
graphers should adopt is that the welfare of the subject MUST come first. What kind 
of photograph is it if a creature has been harmed 5 or worse yet, killed, in the procer 

Wildlife should mean AIL living things including insects, slugs, spiders and wormt 
Most of us would not think of killing a bird to get its picture. Why then do we thini 
nothing of killing an insect or spider? A photograph showing an insect with eyes, 
misplaced jaws and twisted legs IS NOT A NATURE PHOTOGRAPH! 

Disturbing nesting birds is one of the most common forms of destruction in the 
name of nature photography. It is the feeling of many conservationists that persons 
found guilty of such outrages should be charged under one of the appropriate acts 
(Wildlife Act or Migratory Birds Convention Act). 

Some photographers insist that the area around a plant must be "groomed" before 
a picture can be taken. Does the taking of a picture justify the cutting down or 
uprooting of plants? Often these are of the same species being photographed==do we 
call this good nature ethic? I call it mindless destruction. 

There are other ways in which the unethical nature photographer destroys wildlife 
and the image of concerned nature photographers. People that drug or gas insects and 
then leave them xvithout any thought as to how they'll recover show a complete lack of 
concern. The trapping of birds and mammals for the purpose of photography is a prac¬ 
tice which must be deplored — by ALL naturalists! 

We should strive to WEED out the unethical nature photographer -- the person who 
attempts to justify the destruction of nature in the name of photography. 

(from The Victoria Naturalist, Victoria, N.H.S., Vol.32 #4, December 1975) 


QUAIL PREFER OLD-FASHIONED FARMS 

by Hugh Halliday, Toronto St- 

One of the prettiest little wild chickens to be found in North America is the 
bob-white quail. But in Ontario, except where it has been pen-reared, it is to be 
seen only in the Lake Erie region. Modern intensive agriculture, with its removal 
of fences to provide more workable space, has exterminated the bobwhite from many of 
its old haunts. In the south it is often seen hurrying about in those neglected 
regions which separate the city or village from the real farming area. 

Bobwhite forage over an area of perhaps half a mile, passing the same points da11; 
at about the same time. But they ai^vicirds over much of the United States and we hav- 
seen hunters sitting on chairs near bobwhite travel routes waiting for them to pass. 
They thrive well where the four seasons are of equal length. Conditions which attract 
them are likely to attract other birds. 

Headlands of trees, thick undergrowth and vines serve the bobwhite as coverage, 
add charm to fanning country and in no way detract from the agricultural fitness of 
adjoining fields over which, in autumn and winter, these plump little native partridge 
can forage. 

In Ontario the present range of the mulberry is the former range of the bobwhite. 
They love the full flavour of the fruit as it falls ripe to the ground. They also 
like to pick over a harvested buckwheat field. Also they are easily reared domesti¬ 
cally and in a wild state are prolific. But they have to be prolific for nearly ever; 
wild predator considers them legitimate prey. However, man has always been their rea. 
problem - he thoughtlessly destroys the bobwMte's habitat, the real factor ‘which 
provides them with existence. 





Quail Prefer Old-fashioned Farms (continued) 

A covey consists of from three or four birds to two dozen, with small coveys 
tilting and large ones separating. Wien resting they form a compact circle, tails 
ouching and heads pointing in all directions. When disturbed they burst like a 
om nall directions flying with incredible speed, bewildering any enemy which 
might attempt to follow them. J * 

(via The Chicadee, Huntsville Nature Club, Vol. 17 #10 - June 1975) 


******************** , 


NON-POLLUTING USE FOUND FOR WASTE LUBRICATING OIL 


Government researchers have discovered that waste lubricating oil from 
automobiles, tractors and other machinery can be used as fuel in the cement 
industry with little or no pollution involved. 


The research study findings were announced last fall in a statement issued 
jointly by then Environment Minister Jeanne Sauve, Energy Minister Allastair 
Gillespie and Ontario Environment Minister George Kerr. 


Former disposal methods for used lubricating oil had caused persistent 
pollution problems. The waste oil was dumped into sewer systems, burned or 
sprayed on gravel roads to control dust. This type of oil was found unsuitable 
as fuel for domestic and commercial heating because clogging, excessive wear, 
soot, smoke, pollution and danger of explosion resulted when the oil was used 
in conventional heating burners. 


In contrast, the studies proved that oil burners used to fire cement kilns 
can use wast oil, and the pollutants (such as lead and zinc) are locked into the 
end product. 


Initial response by the cement industry has been favourable. 

(from Otta w a R.eport , published by the Canadian Wildlife Federation, Volume 1, 

Number 3, February 1975) 


NOTES FROM THE EDI TOR'S DESK 

JUNIOR MEMBERS - Don't forget the Ross Thompson Trophy Competition. Thi 
trophy is given for the Junior Member who sees the greatest number of species of 
birds in the Hamilton area (within a 25 mile radius of York and Dundurn Sts.) 
from January 1st to December 31st. Lists will be checked by the Bird Records 
Committee, bo keep careful records. If you wish further information call 
Robert Curry, Ancaster 648-6895. 

Ruth Kirk, and ..Eleanor: Hart gave Sheila Forbes a'hand to collate, 
address and stamp the March issue of the Wood Duck. Thanks ladies for your 
assistance. About 425 copies or more are printed each month. Fifty-five copies 1 
are sent to the local radio stations, newspapers and libraries. We also 
exchange bulletins with forty-two clubs from Newfoundland to Vancouver Island. 
The exchange bulletins which we receive are placed on a table at the monthly 
meetings and may be borrowed. I am keeping these bulletins on file and if you 
would like to have a look at the whole file for a particular area, give me a 
call and I will bring them out to the meeting. 


Hazel Broker 
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NOTEWORTHY ^IRD RECORDS 

Number if species recorded to March 15, 1976 - 119 


* - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 


Horned Grebe 

Ma r. 

7* 

7 Van wagner's Beach 

McLaughlin, Epp, Walker 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Feb. 

2 9 # 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

Me Laugh1in, Epp, Walker 


Mar. 

1 

2 Bronte Creek, nronte 

Mark Jennings 

Mute Sw an 

Feb. 

22 

2 La Salle Park 

Rick Snider, Norths 

Wh i stl i ng 8 wan 

Feb . 

21 * 

15 over Cayuga 

John Olmsted 


Feb. 

29 

17 over east end of Bay 

Jennings McLaughlin 


Feb. 

29 

22 Binbrook Reservoir R. H. Vestmore 

(one with black collar) 


Mar. 

1 

22 over Dundas 

Philip Walker 


Mar. 

6 

14 East end of Bay 

Westmore, G. Campbell 


Mar. 

6 

26 Dundas Marsh 

John Gumming 

Canada Goose 

Feb. 

26 F 

35 north over Winona 

Jack C. Laughton 

Gadwall 

Mar. 

8 

30 Bull's Point 

Barry Cherriere 

Pintail 

Feb. 

22F 

15 Dundas Hydro Station 

Alan Worming!on 

American Wigeon 

Feb. 

22 * 

2 Dundas Hydro Statio'n 

Philip Walker 

Wood Duck 

Mar. 

7F 

1 Bronte 

Jennings, Olmsted 

Ring-necked Duck 

Feb. 

29F 

2 Dundas Hydro Station 

Walker, Epp, McLaughlin 

Canvasback 

Mar. 

6 

2 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Feb. 

22F 

36 La Salle Park 

Laurel North 

Harlequin Duck 

Feb. 

15 

1 Kerr St. Oakville 

McLaughlin, Epp, Walker 

White-winged 

Feb. 

24 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Scoter 

Feb. 

29 

30 East end of Bay 

Walker, McLaughlin. Epp 

Ruddy Duck 

Mar. 

7 

1 Lake at Gray's Road 

McLaughlin, Walker, Epp 

H ooded Merganser 

Feb. 

21 

2 fem Woodland Cemetery 

Mark Jennings 

Commc n Me rganse r 

Mar. 

9 1 

m 1 f Woodland Cemetery 

Mark Jennings 

Feb. 

21F 

12 La Salle Park 

Mark Jennings 

Re d-b r. Me rgan s e r 

Feb. 

20 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Turkey Vulture 

Mar. 

7* 

1 N shore Dundas Marsh 

Betty Wykes 

Red-sh. H awk 

Feb. 

28 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Feb. 

28F 

2 flying SW, Palermo 

Bob Westmore 

Golden Ea w le 

Mar. 

7 

3 Appleby Line 

David Copeland 

1 . r. 

7* 1 

Cim-. Appleby Lift above H 

wyBill Smith et al. 

Marsh Hawk 

Feb. 

10 * 

1 Grimsby (#5 George Meyers 

Ruffed Grouse 

Mar. 

7F 

1 N shore Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin, Epp, Walker 

Feb. 

22 

2 Cedar Springs 

John Olmsted 

American Coot 

Feb. 

27F 

2 La Salle Park 

Westmore, Norths 

Golden Eagle 

Mar. 

12 

1 West of Appleby Line 

Barry Jones 

Killdeer 

Feb. 

21F 

1 Sulphur Springs 

J. Olmsted, R. Snider 


Feb. 

22 

1 Red Hill Creek 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Feb. 

25 

1 Cone. 9, Puslinoh 

David Brewer 

American "Woodcock 

Feb. 

25 * 

5 Upper Horning Road 

Bob Curr y 


Feb. 

28 

1 Cone. 9, Puslinch 

David Brevier 

Common Snipe 

Feb. 

5* 

1 Grimsby 

George Meyers 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

Mar. 

6 f 

1 Christie Cons, Area 

Barry Cherriere 

Mar. 

7* 

1 Optimists' Park, oronte Mark Jennings 

Glaucous Gull 

Feb . 

28 

1, IE. Bay; Carroll's Pt. 

McLaughlin; Westmore 

Iceland Gull 

Feb. 

29 

1 Bronte; Dundas Marsh 

Jennings; Olmsted 

nenaparte 1 s Gull 

Mar. 

7F 

6 Shell Pier, nronte 

Olmsted Snider, Stamp 


Ma r. 

8 

5 Dundas Marsh 

^arry Cherriere 
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Mourning _ove 

Feb . 

27F 

2 Inverness ;-.ve. W. 


Feb. 

29 

200 ... shore Dundas Marsh 

Screech Owl 

Feb. 

21 

1 Top of Flatt Ave. 

Great Horned Owl 

Ma r. 

6 

1 King's Forest 

Long-eareu Owl 

Feh. 

27 

1 King's Forest 


Feb. 

28 

1 H omesteaci Walk, RBG 


Mar. 

7 

3 Aldershot woods 

c ■ _ _ 1 1 ^ -i 

Mar. 

11 

1 Homestead Walk, R.c.G 


Robert Stamp 
McLaughlin, Epp, Walker 
John Olmsted 
Olmsted, Snider 
Rick Snider 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Olmsted, Snider, Stamp 


Mar. 

melted Kingfisher Fet 


Y.-sh. Flicker 
Common Crow 
Tufted Titmouse 
Brown Creeper 
Carolina Wren 
N. Mockingbird 
American Robin 


Hermit Thrush 
Eastern Bluebird 

Gold.-cr. Kinglet 
Northern Shrike 
Eastern 

Meadowlark 

Red-winged 


Mar. 
Feb. 
Jan. 
Feb . 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb . 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Feb. 


7* 

22 

2 

18F 
10 
2 2 
20 
26 

5 

29F 

7 

14* 

13* 

14 

22 

7 

29F 

6 

21F 


fl.B, 


Hopkins Tract, 

La Salle Park 
Hwy. 8 above Dundas 


G. Walker, Epp 
Rick Snider 
Tom & Anne Reid 


McLaughlin 


1 
1 
1 

flying W in steady stream almost all day Winona Laugh- 
2 ' 


(ton 


1 , 


Ancaster 
1 Sulphur Springs 
1 Bronte 

1 Base Line Rd. Winona 

1 Grimsby 

2 Crooks Hollow 

12 Hopkins Tract, R.B.G. 
1 Chedoke Creek 

3 Hopkins Tract., R.B.G. 
1 York Road, Dundas 

4 Sulphur Springs 

1 Hopkins Tract, R.B.G, 
3 H ighland. Road 
1 Mud St.; above Dundas 
3 Y ork„ Ont. 


Blackbird 

Feb. 

21 

2 Woodland Cemetery 


Feb. 

26 

300 flying W, Winona 

Rusty Blackbird 

Mar. 

6 F 

1 Red Hill Creek 


Mar. 

7 

26 Bronte 

Common Grackle 

Feb. 

25F 

2 Inverness Ave. W. 


Feb. 

27 

4 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

B rown-h. C owbird 

Feb. 

27F 

4 Aldershot 

Evening Grosh eak 

Mar. 

7 

5 Hwy. 8 a^ovo Dundas 

Purple Finch 

Mar. 

7 

2 Bronte Woods 

Pine Grosbeak 

Fe v . 

16 

16 Slote Rd. Copetown 


Feb. 

28 

9 Lie ns Club Road 

Common Redpoll 

Mar. 

13 

16 Eagle Dr., Burlington 

Oregon Junco 

Jan. 

l*on 

1 Hostein Dr., Ancaster 

white-crowned Sp. 

Mar. 

14 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Song Sparrow 

Feb. 

27F 

1 La Salle Park 

Snow Bunting 

Feb. 

22 

150 Upper Sydenham Road 


Mar. 

6 

24 Mud St. & (th Rd. E. 


Bob Westmore 
Philip Walker 
Mark Jennings 
J. C. "Scottie" Laughton 
George Meyers 
Tom & Anne Reid 
Philip Walker 
Rick Snider 
nob Curry 
Bill Smith 
Philip Walker 
McLaughlin, Epp, Walker 
McLaughlin, Epp, Walker 
Olmstedj Cherriere 
J. Olmsted, R. Snider 
Mark Jennings 
John Gumming 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Mark Jennings 
Robert Stamp 
Tom & Anne Reid 
Bob Westmore 
Tom & Anne Reid 
Mark Jennings 
Bill & Pat Campbell 
Westmore, North 
Laurel North 
cob Curry 

Dave & Thelma Powell 
Westmore, Norths 
Tom & Anne Reid 
J. Olmsted, R. Snider 


Other commoner species of birds seen within a 25—mile radius of the corner of 
York and Dundurn Streets, Hamilton, Ont., on January 1, 1976, are as follows: 
Millard, Black Duck, Greater Scaup, Common Goldeneye, Oldsquaw, Common 
Merganser, Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Ring-necked Pheasant, Great clack- 
backed Gull, Herring Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Rock Pigeon, Downy Woodpecker, 

Blue Jay, Common Crow, clack-capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, Starling 
House Sparrow, Cardinal, Dark-eyed (Slate-c lcred) Junco and Tree Sparrow. 


Piease send your records on the 10th of each month to George W. North 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3, or phone 634-5463 
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